
Newsletter
October 2026

Library Hours
Monday - Thursday: 10:00 am - 8:00 pm

Friday & Saturday: 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sunday: Closed

Closures
Monday, October 12, 2026

Closed for Columbus Day



Adult Services 
Programs!

Join us for fun, hands-on
programs led by Julie!

★ Maker’s Monday – Try out
a new craft every Monday!
★ Cookbook Club – 2nd
Thursday of every month
★ Plant Parent Group – 3rd

Thursday of every month

Middletown Public Library closed
Monday, October 12th
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The Middletown Public Library
will be closed on Monday,

October 12th in recognition of
Columbus Day.

Our electronic resources are
always available on our website.

We look forward to seeing you
on Tuesday, October 13th !



Youth Services 
Programs!

Exciting and engaging
activities for kids of all

ages, from babies to
teens! Whether you're
looking for a hands-on

craft or a relaxing story
time, our Youth Services

department has a
program for you!

REGISTRATION REQUIRED FOR ALL PROGRAMS UNLESS STATED
OTHERWISE! QR CODE TO REGISTER ON PAGE 11!3

Ghosts For a Good Cause!
A Candlelight Fundraiser to Support 

the Middletown Public Library
Join us on Friday, October 2nd for a special
fundraising candlelight tour of Belcourt of

Newport to benefit the Middletown Public Library!

This will support the Middletown Public Library's
new building project, helping bring its future

home to life with furnishings, technology,
equipment and programs for the whole

community.

Meet the ghosts and give back!
Tickets: $40 per ticket

Doors: 6:30 PM | Tour: 7:00 PM

Belcourt of Newport
657 Bellevue Avenue, 

Newport, RI 02840

BUY TICKETS: 
3common.com/library 



Halloween Magic Show
with Magician Tommy James!
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Kids (3-12 years old) are invited to join us in the
Meeting Room for a magical evening of safety
tips and magic tricks with Magician Tommy

James!
 

This is the perfect opportunity to show off your
awesome Halloween costumes!

 
With over 40 years of performing experience

behind him, Tommy James has established
himself as one of the premier kid-show

magicians in the world. 
 

Registration appreciated, but not required.

It's almost DINO-vember and to
celebrate we've invited Jungle Jim to

perform his amazing dinosaur-themed
balloon magic show!

 
Children ages 3-8 and family members
are encouraged to join us in stomping
and chomping in the Meeting Room on

Tuesday, November 3rd at 3:00 PM. 
 

The perfect way to spend a Tuesday out
of school!!

 
Registration appreciated, but not

required.

Stomp, Chomp, and Read: A Jurassic Balloon
Magic Adventure with Jungle Jim!

Link to register on page 11

Link to register on page 11



Grief Group with Child Life Specialist
In October, the Middletown Public Library
will be partnering with Memorial Funeral

Homes and Healing Hearts to host two grief
groups focusing on children.

The first session, on Thursday, October 1st at
4:00 PM is for children and caregivers to

create a memory box in honor of their lost
loved one.

The second session on Thursday, October
8th at 4:00 PM focuses on helping caregivers

understand the best way to support a
grieving child.

Both sessions will be hosted by Stacey
Malcolm, MS, CCLS, Certified Child Life

Specialist in the Middletown Public Library
Meeting Room.

Registration recommended.

Link to register on page 11
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What Is Gen AI?: And What It Can Do
Are you curious about AI? Have you

heard of "ChatGPT" but aren't really sure
where to start, or how you might use it?

Perhaps you are just trying to grasp
what all of the hype is about.

No technical experience is necessary.

 This program is designed for anyone
looking for an introduction to AI, and

how to use these new tools thoughtfully
and practically.

No registration is required.



The Town of Middletown has officially declared

October 19 as Mental Health Day! To celebrate,

we’re hosting two programs designed to help you

relax, reflect, and reset.

 

Drop-In Craft: Mini Meditation Boxes
Stop by from 4:00 - 7:00 PM to create your own

mini meditation box!

No registration required.

 

Guided Journaling Workshop
Take some time to slow down and reflect with a

guided journaling workshop from 6:00 - 7:00 PM

in the Meeting Room. Every participant will

receive a new journal to keep! Registration is

appreciated, but not required.

Link to register on page 11
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Join Our 1st Tuesdays Book Club!

Link to register on page 11

The inaugural meeting of our 1st Tuesdays Book
Club will be October 6, when we’ll meet to discuss

September’s selection:
Yesteryear by Caro Claire Burke.

 
The book we will be reading in October in

preparation for November 3rd will be Whistler by
Anne Patchett.

 
There will be copies of the book available at the

library on a first-come, first-serve basis.
 

Register online or contact
matt@middletownlibraryri.org for more

information. 

Book club meetings take place in the Local
History room on the first Tuesday of each month

at 6:30 PM.

Middletown Mental Health Day Programs

mailto:matt@middletownlibraryri.org
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Countdown to Halloween
with the Middletown Public Library!

The Middletown Public Library can't wait for
Halloween... so we're starting a little early!

We have fun, Halloween programs all October
long, but we're starting Halloweekend on

Thursday, October 29th!
10/29 ➳ DIY Potion Bottles

5:00 - 7:00 PM
This is a drop-in, no registration required

program.
Teens welcome with guardian present.

10/30 ➳ Adopt a Book Page Ghost
1:00 - 3:00 PM

This is a drop-in, no registration required
program.

Teens welcome with guardian present.
10/31 ➳ Halloween Bingo!

1:00 - 2:00 PM
No registration required.

Ages 18+ only.

Help Us Build an Ofrenda at the Middletown Public Library
Dia de los Muertos (The Day of the Dead) is a holiday

traditionally celebrated in Mexico on November 1 and 2
that reunites the living and the dead!

Families create ofrendas (offerings) to honor their family
members that have passed. These altars are decorated

with photos of the departed to encourage visits from the
souls!

Starting on Monday, October 19th, patrons are
encouraged to bring in photographs of departed loved

ones to help us create a community Ofrenda in the
Library. Photographs can be of a family member, friend,

pet, or any other loved one who has passed.

Photo collection will end on Saturday, October 31st and
pictures can be picked up the following week.
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New and Improved Ocean State Libraries App!
There is a new and improved app for you to

access your library anytime, anywhere!

Visit catalog.oslri.net/mobileapp today to get

started with the Ocean State Libraries

Catalog app and enjoy an improved library

experience right from your phone.

The current Ocean State Libraries Mobile

app will continue to work through October

31, giving you plenty of time to make the

switch!

Need help getting started? Feel free to ask

any of our amazing staff members to give

you a hand!

Flu Vaccine Clinic on October 17th

In partnership with Visiting Nurse Home
& Hospice, immunizations will be

available at the Middletown Public Library
on Saturday, October 17th from 10:00 AM

to 12:00 PM in the Meeting Room.

This clinic is for RI residents or those with
health insurance provided by R.I.

companies.

Please keep in mind:
- This clinic is for adults only.

- Individuals must present their insurance
card before their immunization.

- For those who are uninsured, the
vaccination will be provided free of charge



Feeling like you've been there and done that with
all the puzzles hanging around your house?

Join us on Saturday, October 24 from 10:30 to 11:30
AM for a puzzle swap and trade them for new (to

you) ones!
 

Requirements:
★All Puzzles must be 300 pieces or more.
★All puzzles must have no missing pieces.

★All Puzzles must be in zip-lock bag with picture
or in the original box taped closed

Jigsaw Puzzle Swap is Back!

Did you know...
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The Middletown Public Library now has Switch, Switch 2,
and PS5 games in our catalog?!

Did you know the Middletown Public Library has officially added a
selection of Switch, Switch 2, and PS5 games to our catalog!

You can find them on the bottom shelf at the end of our DVD
collection, but feel free to ask a staff member if you have trouble

finding them.

Come in and browse our new selection of games!
 

Video games can be checked out for 7 days, there are no renewals,
and there is a $1 per day late fee.

This project was made possible in part by a grant from the RI Office
of Library & Information Services using funds from the Institute of

Museum and Library Services.

Estate Planning 101: Come Learn the Basics!
Join us for a FREE educational workshop

about the estate planning process on
Thursday, October 29th from 2:30 to 3:30

PM.

Presented by Tricia P. Martland, Esq.,
Professor of Legal Studies at Roger Williams
University, and an Estate Planning Attorney

in Newport.



Bookstore Hours

Monday – Thursday:

10:30am to 4:30pm

Friday & Saturday:

10:30am to 2:30pm

Sunday:

Closed

This October, all puzzles will continue to be half
price and all of the non-fiction section will be

50% off as well in The Friends Bookstore.
 

Is there a particular piece of art in the Library
you've always loved? 

 
You might be able to take it home! Select pieces
of Library art will be available for sale! Any art
being sold will be marked with a number, but

feel free to ask a Friend or staff if you have any
questions!

 
We are always accepting donations.

Donations can be dropped off with the
bookstore attendant or at the Public

Services desk

The Friends of the Middletown Public Library are a nonprofit
that supports the library through fundraising and advocacy,
helping fund programs, events, books, media, and equipment

beyond the library’s budget.

To learn more, join, or volunteer, email
friendsmembers@middletownlibraryri.org or pick up an

application at the library.

Become a Friend of
the Library!

The Friends Bookstore
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Use the QR code below to register
for one of our October programs!

Connect with us
on Facebook!

Connect with us
on Instagram!

Connect with us
on TikTok!11
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